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Digitizing the Revolution

Eighteenth-Century France Through Digital Archives and Tools
(5 credits; I&S/VLPA)

Course is conducted in English

Prof. Geoffrey Turnovsky (gt2@uw.edu)
Tues, Thurs 1:30-3:20

A “reading revolution” struck the 18t century. After 1750, France was flooded
in new printed materials: pamphlets, periodicals, novels, and encyclopedias.
These topical and opinionated texts brought new kinds of information to new
publics, who were enticed to engage their world in new ways. We’ve long
thought that new reading habits lay at the roots of the French Revolution. But
how individuals were led by their reading to question the monarchy, the
church, and the traditional social order is a matter of considerable debate.
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